
  

                                                  
 
                                          Jamey Jennings 
 
Jamey Jennings started officiating at the ripe age of 15 years old in his hometown, the City of Corner 
Brook. He attained his first rating in 1974, where he was granted a C2 rating. 
 
Jennings continued to officiate on the West Coast of the Island, doing many games with the Late Ed 
Browne, who was one of Jennings early mentors in officiating. In 1977, Jennings moved to St. John’s, 
where he worked games in all leagues in the City. In the spring of 1978, Jennings attained his NABO 
“A”  (now Level 5) rating. He also became involved in the NABO executive – first as its secretary 
treasurer (1978-1979) and in the following year, its President. 
 
In 1980, Jennings resigned from the Provincial Executive and moved to Englee to begin his teaching 
career. Plum Point, a mere 60 miles by dirt road from Englee at the time, was a hotbed of basketball 
on the Great Northern Peninsula. It hosted many Intermediate men’s and High School 
Championships. Jennings contributed to the growth of officiating on the Northern Peninsula and the 
Plum Point area from 1980-1989, when he returned to MUN to pursue further studies. He worked 
games in the city, and was involved in the MUN Panel from 1989-90, the same year MUN re-entered 
the AUAA Men’s Basketball league. In that year he worked on both the Mens and Women’s Panel. 
 
In 1990, Jennings accepted a job in Glenwood. Basketball was being played in various school 
leagues in the area. There was little senior men’s ball outside of the Lewisporte area at the time. In 
1992, the Gander Men’s league was formed, and Jennings and 6 others (Terry Burton, Keith Loveys, 
AL McLean, Grant Norris, Tony Oliver, and John Sansome) decided it was time to organize the 
officials into a formal organization, and the Central Newfoundland Association of Basketball officials 
was founded. Jennings served in various functions over his tenure in Gander – from clinician to 
assigner to one of two signing officers on its executive, He also took a role in the early executives of 
the Gander Basketball Association (GBA) as the official’s representative. 
 
CNABO grew from just being Gander based, to having members in Lewisporte, Grand Falls-Windsor, 
Twillingate, Glenwood and Appleton. By 1997, CNABO was the 2nd largest official”s branch of NABO, 
with St. John’s being the largest. 
 



As a member of CNABO, Jennings attended many provincial and national championships as an 
official, including the CIS Women’s in Thunder Bay in 1997, and the CIS Men’s in Ottawa in 2009. He 
was a member of the MUN University panel from 1991 to 2011, working both Men’s and Women’s 
games at Memorial. 
 
In 2013,  Jennings was nominated by CABO to become a National Evaluator (now called Referee 
Coach). He has worked the following championships as a RC - U15 Boys and Girls,  U17 Boys, CCAA 
Women and U Sport Women (2016 and 2019). 
 
It was in that year that Jennings retired from teaching at St. Paul’s Intermediate where he was the 
Vice-Principal. He moved to St. John’s where he continues to work games in the city and high school 
leagues. 
 
To honour Jennings dedication and commitment to CNABO, the executive created “The Jamey 
Jennings Award Of Merit”, which is presented to any basketball person in Central Newfoundland that 
makes a significant contribution to the sport of basketball in that area of the province. 
 
A member of SJABO from 1977-80 and again from 1989-90, Jennings once again became a member 
of SJABO by moving back to St. John’s in 2013, where he continues his officiatiang career to this day.  
 
Jennings is a member of the Newfoundland and Labrador Hall of Fame (Officials Category) and the 
recipient of NABO’s Frank King Award of Recognition for his involvement in the promotion of 
officiating within the province. As well, in 1997, Jennings was presented the Canadian Association of 
Basketball Officials’ Wink Willox Award of Merit for his contributions to officiating in Newfoundland. 
 
When asked what advice he would have for new officials starting out today, Jennings replied: 
 
“Be like a sponge”, no question is too trivial to ask. Learn from your mentors. Be prepared to ask 
questions and take constructive feedback. Take the feedback as a positive and learn from it. The 
most important thing to remember is the friendships you make along the way. They will be with you 
long after you’ve made your last foul call. Above all, Smile and have fun. 

 
 
 
 
 


